Central Park Public School

Parent Council Meeting Minutes

February 08, 2017

In attendance:

Staff


Alison Hall, Joanne Lomanno-Aprile, Kelvin Lee, Kim Stolys

Parent Members
Aya Anderson, Jack Feng, Charline Ramgotra, James Weir

Parents  

Judy & Lucas Chang, Amy Lin
NEW BUSINESS

Outdoor Classroom
Alison Hall & Kelvin Lee made a presentation on the merits of building an outdoor classroom adjacent to the library. A request was made for $15,000 to help build the space. The cost is estimated to be approximately $20,000.
The space would enhance learning experiences by:

· helping students connect with nature,
· increase their curiosity with the outdoors

· being more active, participACTION

· decreasing “screen time”

· increasing environmental stewartship,

· helping with communication & collaboration, self regulation,
· coinciding with the Board’s Modern Learning Skills

Many teachers are excited about the prospect of this space, however concern was expressed about how it would be used & how much it will be utilized. Teachers & students will be educated on and will be consulted on how to use & incorporate the space into their learning.

It was decided to re-examine the Council’s finances and other fundraising options & grants available and before voting. Additional information will be shared via email over the next few weeks since there is no meeting in March.

Canada 150
This year is Canada’s 150th birthday, Alison Hall advised that the school would like to mark this milestone with a school & community celebration at the end of the school year. They would like to make it a cultural celebration showcasing our diverse student population.  Miss. Passifume is working on an Aboriginal presentation and Miss. Stedman is looking into the possibility of having food trucks for the evening. More details to follow.
Mindfulness
Alison Hall spoke of the “Mindfulness Mondays” which are happening in the school. Mindfulness is a way to self-regulate, focus, be in the moment. It has shown to decrease anxiety, depression, stress and build empathy &community. Alison would like to offer a Mindfulness Engagement Night for parents on how to use & practice it. The cost is $500-600.  Concern was expressed at the cost versus parental turnout. It was suggested that since the students are practicing they could be “used” to encourage their parents to attend with them.

Potential date: April 12th (next meeting date)

Graduation
Joanne Lomanno reported the date is Tuesday June 20th, with the ceremony at Markville Secondary School and dinner & dance at Pickle Barrel, Markville Mall. Staff will be meeting soon to discuss.
Alternative 
Charline Ramgotra spoke of textile and electronics recycling. The 

Fund Raising
school would gather the items and the respective companies weigh the items and the school would get paid/lb or ton. The companies will supply flyers advertizing the event. Charline to get info from the companies and report back.

OLD BUSINESS/REVISIT

STEAM/Scientist
There has been some discussion as to how much money was

In the School
allotted to these - $3000 or 5500. After further review of past minutes it was found to be $5500. Will has to assess if this amount is still necessary.  

Winter Activity Days
First Day had to be rescheduled x3 because of unseasonably mild weather. Activities for the second day had to be modified because the school yard was covered in ice, but the children still had fun!!

Lunch Program
New pasta lunches - some complaints re: taste and lack of chicken in the chicken alfredo. Pat Patel aware and will monitor. All 3 programs are good revenue generators.
NEXT MEETING APRIL 12, 2017
(no meeting in March because of March Break)

